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Description of Target Child
P is a fourth grade student at a Metropolitan urban elementary school.  He is nine years old.  He is reading at a level N on the Fountas and Pinnell book leveling system.  This puts him at a high third grade reading level.  P does not receive special education services.  P tells me his favorite subjects are math and reading and his least favorite subject is science.  In his free time, P enjoys playing video games, playing outside, and riding his bike.  The teacher tells me that P is usually a happy student and works hard in all areas of school.   
The teacher and I choose P because he struggles with nightmares and does not sleep at night.  He falls asleep in class when he is overly tired.  In the morning, he is usually awake and alert, but about 10:30am, he begins to struggle with staying awake.  The school does not punish him for falling asleep because it is considered a medical issue, but they do wake him up right away.
The teacher feels that one on one tutoring may allow P to move forward in the mastery of skills that he is missing when he falls asleep and also the skills he will need to be successful in fifth grade.  The goal of one on one tutoring with P will be to improve his reading to grade level and improve his writing skills.  


Reading Survey
1. In the Past Month, I have read __________ book(s) for fun:

	


2. When I read for fun, I pick the following (Check all that apply):
 




3. The number of books I have at home:




4. I think I am ________________.





5. I think reading is _____________.




6. I read ______________.



7. When someone gives me a book for a present, I feel _______________.




8. Reading is _______________.



9. I worry about what other kids think about my reading _______________.



10. Knowing how to read well is ____________.

 

Student P answered the questions in a similar manner to his classmates on most questions.  On the first question about how many books the student had read for fun in the past month, Student P answered lower than most of his classmates.  Many of the students had read more than three books while he had only read one book.  Student P likes to read the same types of books as his classmates and this shows that he has similar interests to his classmates.  The four types of books that Student P enjoys reading are the top four types of books that the class enjoys to read.  
At home, Student P has between 30 and 50 books with is less than some of his classmates.  The resources he has to read at home all the time are less than his peers.  Of the 18 students in the class, 39% have more than 50 books at home.  Although Student P reads at a lower level than most of his classmates, he thinks of himself as a good reader.  Almost half the class also felt that they were good readers.  About one third of Student P’s class finds reading to be a great way to spend time; Student P falls under the one third that finds reading to be only an interesting way to spend time.    
When Student P compared himself to his friends, he identified that he does not read as well as his friends.  Student P, although, he answers confidently about his own reading abilities, compares his own reading abilities poorly to others.  Student P’s 17 classmates all answered that they felt they read about the same or better than their peers.  He still enjoys reading and is sort of happy when he gets a book as a present; Student P finds reading kind of easy and never worries about what other kids think about his reading.  He is not worried about what other students think and is instead an individual reader.  Of Student P’s classmates, 76% answered that they would be very happy to get a book as a present and 88% of the class also finds reading to be very easy or kind of easy.  Similar to Student P, 70% of the class never worries about what other kids think of their reading.  Student P reads what he enjoys or what is provided to him.  He is at a lower reading level but finds the material he is reading to be relatively easy.  Similar to 94% of his classmates, Student P feels that knowing how to read well is very important.  Student P is similar to his peers in interests and feelings about reading.  



Samples with Analysis
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SPELLING ANALYSIS
Name: Student P
Grade level: 4th Grade
Reviewer: Kelsey Whipple

Writing Sample:
See attached.










Translation:  The best day of my life
We were packing our stuff to go to Worlds of Fun and Oceans of Fun we had to check in a hotel we went to Oceans of Fun we went to the water park we went on water slides and I got wet.
I was on the water park so long that my cousin left me and my cousin said were and went the wave pool but my aunt said wait a couple of minutes and we went to the wave pool Trade told me something about the wave pool and it was awesome but it was time to it was time to go but me and Taeha said can we go Monday it was awesome.
But it was time to go home that was the best day of my life.
Spelling Analysis Chart:
	Emergent
	Letter Name-Alphabetic
	Within-Word Patterns
	Syllables 
and Affixes
	Derivational Relations

	
	Are (our)
Sofe (stuff)
Whods (worlds)
Osnes (oceans)
Caek (check)
Wet (went)
Ones (oceans)
Wet (went)
Whtr (water)
Prek (park)
Wet (went)
Whtr (water)
Sied (slide)
Waet (wet)
Whert (water)
Prek (park)
Loge (long) 
Sied (said)
Wetnt (went)
Poll (pool)
Weit (wait)
Miens (Minutes)
Wet (went)
Poll (pool)
Toed (told)
Aboet (about)
Poll (pool)
Esome (awesome)
Thet (that)
M (my)
	Lief (life)
Holltall (hotel)
Ant (aunt)
Bot (but)
Saied (said)
Cosn (cousin)
Cosn (cousin)
Caple (couple)
Sed (said)
Mondae (monday)
Asome (awesome)
Lief (life)
Pakig (packing)
	
	



Conclusion:
Student P is occasionally spelling words using within-word patterns.  This means he is occasionally using phonics to sound out and spell words.  Most of the time, in his writing, Student P is spelling words using invented spelling.  The spelling of the words does not make sense in letter-name alphabetic.  Many of the words that Student P is missing are sight words that he should know at 4th grade.  When he misspells words, Student P does not always misspell a word the same way each time.  Went was spelled two different ways in his writing.  He is not recognizing the words as he writes.  At the age of nine, Student P should be spelling at stage 3:  within- word patterns.  He is below grade level with his spelling.

From the spelling analysis,’ I learned that Student P needs instruction on the basic sight words especially those with blends and on using phonics to spell.  Often Student P is spelling words without sounding them out and this is a skill that he needs to work on.  In each of my lessons, I will target sight words that Student P is struggling on and will implement activities to high light these words.  I learned sometimes students struggle at spelling because they don’t have the skills needed to be proficient on that topic.  If Student P cannot use phonics to sound out words, he will be unable to spell words phonetically and will continue to write at Stage 2.  The goal would be to get Student P to Stage 3 writing at the end of the mini-lessons.  

Topics for Instruction:
Sight Words
Phonological Spelling
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SPELLING ANALYSIS
Name: Student P
Grade level: 4th Grade
Reviewer: Kelsey Whipple

Writing Sample:
See Attached.


Translation:  
Helping someone up the rock
They are climbing a mountain
They’re finding ___
Climbing a volcano

Once there was two boys and they decided to climb a mountain and Max said let’s go climb a mountain and Tom said okay let’s go but were going to need supplies so we went to get some supplies so they went to the store and got all the stuff so they went to rock valley so they take a care there.

When they got there they put their stuff on and they climbed the mountain it took a long time but Tom slipped on a rock but Max caught him and pulled him up once they got to the top they were glad they made it  they took pictures.

They came back down got back in the car and went home.

Spelling Analysis Chart:
	Emergent
	Letter Name-Alphabetic
	Within-Word Patterns
	Syllables 
and Affixes
	Derivational Relations

	
	Gay (guy)
Heppying (helping)
Roke (rock)
Ciming (climbing)
Maten (mountain)
Ther (they’re)
Ciaming (climbing)
Vocaeno (volcano)
Ones (once)
Came (climb)
Maeten (mountain)
Sied (said)
Cimea (climb)
Maeten (mountain)
Sied (said)
Dut (but)
Were (we’re)
Wet (went)
Wet (went)
Sore (store)
A (and)
Shof (stuff)
Wet (went)
Roke (rock)
Sofe (stuff)
Kiem (climb)
Maeten (mountain)
Loge (long)
Slept (slipped)
Roke (rock)
Cote (caught)
Hie (him)
Pled (pulled)
Ones (once)
Gand (glad)
Mied (made)
Ciemd (climbed)
Bake (back)
Dowe (down)
Bake (back)
Wit (went)
	Thae (they)
Dsied (decided)
Were (we’re)
Sapies (supplies)
Saplais (supplies)
Vale (valley)
Taek (take)
Wen (when)
Taek (take)
Tiem (time)
Picrs (Pictures)




	
	



Conclusion:  
Student P is spelling below grade level because most of the words he is spelling are at stage 2:  letter name-alphabetic principle but he is nine years-old and should be at stage 3:  with-word pattern spelling.  Student P is misspelling words that are high frequency sight words such as went, they, and when.  Student P is occasionally spelling words using within-word patterns.  This means he is occasionally using phonics to sound out and spell words.  Most of the time, in his writing, Student P is spelling words using invented spelling.  The spelling of the words does not make sense in letter-name alphabetic.  When he misspells words, Student P does not always misspell a word the same way each time.  Climb and mountain are both spelled in multiple ways throughout the story.    

From the spelling analysis,’ I learned that Student P needs instruction on the basic sight words especially those with blends and on using phonics to spell.  Often Student P is spelling words without sounding them out and this is a skill that he needs to work on.  In each of my lessons, I will target sight words that Student P is struggling on and will implement activities to high light these words.  I learned sometimes students struggle at spelling because they don’t have the skills needed to be proficient on that topic.  If Student P cannot use phonics to sound out words, he will be unable to spell words phonetically and will continue to write at Stage 2.  The goal would be to get Student P to Stage 3 writing at the end of the mini-lessons.  

Topics for Instruction:
Sight Words
Phonological Spelling

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]


[image: ]

SPELLING ANALYSIS
Name: Student P
Grade level: 4th Grade
Reviewer: Kelsey Whipple

Writing Sample:
See attached.

Translation:  My favorite video game is…
Destiny because it’s a good game and it is awesome and it has power ups and weapons and because it on Xbox one and I have an Xbox one.
Spelling Analysis Chart:
	Emergent
	Letter Name-Alphabetic
	Within-Word Patterns
	Syllables 
and Affixes
	Derivational Relations

	
	Ditney (destiny)
Pore (power)

	Asome (awesome)
Wepns (weapons)

	
	



Conclusion:
In this sample, Student P spelled most of the words correctly.  When he spelled words incorrectly, Student P used within-word patterns about half of the time.  This means he is using phonics to sound out and spell words.  About 50% of the time, Student P is spelling words in stage 2:  letter-name alphabetic.  His spelling of words does not always make sense.  Based on this sample, Student P is below grade level in terms of spelling.  

Topics for Instruction:
Phonological Spelling
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